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MY UNDERSTANDING OF THE GOVERNMENT'S RELIGIOUS POLICY 


This is the title of an article in the July 1 Tien Feng by the Rev, Hsu Chang-t'ai, of the — 
Episcopal Church in Shantung. It represents his official conclusions at the end of his second 
extended period of political study. The article is as follows: 


During the first two years after liberation I had many unnecessary anxieties, as I did not 
understand the government's religious policy. Now after two periods of study in Peking, and 
hearing the explanations of Religious Bureau Secretaries Ho and Li, I have gotten rid of those : 
unnecessary anxieties, and recognize that the policy of the Government is decided by what is 
good for the people; if the people need religion, the government will protect religion, After 
I returned to Shantung and engaged in the Three Self Reform movement, I learned to appreciate 
the sincerity of the Government, which gave us no little assistance in all our difficulties. The 
“yay in which our church work has been enabled to return to normal has taught me to trust the 
Copies Government. During this second period of study, Secretary Lo described Chairman 

Mao's policy in Tibet, and showed me that the Communist Party not only protects religion today, 
but will protect it in the future. Secretary Lo said, Religious freedom is one of the rights of 
the people of China. This sentence gave me a new understanding of the question. Religious 
freedom is not just a government policy, but a fundamental right of the Chinese people. As 

long as a person stands on the side of the people, he will always have this right. Why then was 

I worried before? Because in my thinking I had separated the church and myself from the people, 
not standing on the side of the people. 


This second period of study has deepened my understanding of the sincerity of the govern- 
ment’s policy, and increased my recognition that this policy is not only for the benefit of the 
Chinese people, but also for the benefit of the church. So I now have confidence in the Govern- 
ment, From now on I am resolved, under the direction of the People’s Government and of the 
Three Self Reform Committee, to labor earnestly with my fellow-workers for the establishment 
of the Three Self Reform Church, and to work with all the people for the success of the first 
five year program and the socialization of our country, 

„„ „ 

Two other graduation theses“ of similar length and import are given in this same number 
of Tien Feng. One is by Chen Shu-ch’ien, a professor in Nanking Theological Seminary, on the 
subject, The Relation of Study to Teaching. He says that although he realized that study was 
necessary, in order to keep up with the times, he still felt that his own experience and the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit were really all that he needed for deciding questions of right and 
wrong. But now he has found out that all his previous education was so infected with imperial- 
ism that he did not know what the standpoint of the people was. He has now learned that the 
benefit of the people must be put in the first place. 


The third article is by Rei — secretary of the Home Mission Board of the Chinese 
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Independent Church, on the subject, I Have Now Learned the Value of Study, 


KARL GUTZLAFF 2 


Mention was made in the last Bulletin of an article by Tang Ying on the pioneer missionary 
Karl Gutzlaff. There is a Foreword to this article, printed in different type, and evidently by 
the editor of Hsieh Chin, which shows clearly the nature of the present rewriting of missionary 
history going on in China. This Foreword reads as follows: 


„Western imperial nations in the first part of the 19th century directed their aggression 
against the East, and especially against old China, Besides sending their navies to protect the 
traffic in opium, they also sent missionaries to penetrate into China and there carry on their 
criminal activities, Among these we already know about the Britisher Morrison, the Americans 
Bridgman, Peh-chia and others (I can’t identify Peh-chia), but there are others that we know © 
less about, and this man Gutzlaff is one of them. 


„Gutzlaff was a German, but he was sent out to the South Seas by a Dutch missionary 
society. After getting acquainted with Chinese there, he was fired with ambition to enter China, 
Since the Dutch society was limited in resources and could not send him to China, he turned to 
England and America and with their help made spying expeditions along the China coast, These 
activities of his aroused the interest of government, mercantile, and religious circles in England 
and America, So at this time he changed his status and became a Hong Kong official, serving 
assiduously British imperial interests, to the harm of China. 


**“Gutzlaff was on the one hand an imperialistic official, and on the other wore the garment 
of a missionary, and sent many assistants into the interior to complete the work which he had 
begun. He had great influence in Christian circles. ; 


The present article gives a chronological account of his work, and outlines the scope of 
his criminal activities, dividing the time into appropriate periods. The material is mostly 
based upon his diary, As to whether the judgment passed upon him in the article is correct, we ; 
invite the comment of our readers. | 3 < 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


A letter dated June 29 has just come to the Presbyterian USA Board from Miss Sara Perkins, 
who has been in prison in Canton for a long time. She writes: I am detained in Canton but in 
spite of the long confinement I am in good health and as my food is supplied by the Government, 
I have sufficient money for my needs, The food is nourishing and ample and we have opportunity 
for medical attention if necessary, I am hoping that we may be allowed to return to the U.S. 
before too long, but we will have to wait and see. Still later word through the State Depart- 
ment brings the information that two persons just released from the same prison saw Mrs. Homer 
Bradshaw and Miss Perkins as late as September 3, and that they had appeared to be in fair 
physical condition. 


Mrs. Ed Dixon (formerly Methodist, Tientsin, and more recently Sumatra) is recuperating 
from an operation in St. Luke’s Hospital, New Tork. She will be returning to Sumatra shortly. 


Mary Frances Reed (formerly Ginling College) is under appointment to teach in the Home 
Economics Department of the University of Baroda, India, under the Point 4 Program. 


Dr. Frank Cartwright, formerly missionary in Foochow, but since 1929 China Secretary for 
the Methodist Board in New York, will retire next May. Dr. Cartwright was for many years 
Chairman of the China Committee in this Far Eastern Joint Office, has been the Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of Founders of Nanking Theological Seminary, and has been one of the active 
consultants of the United Board of Christian Colleges. His successor in the Methodist Board will 
be the Rev, Tracey Jones, formerly missionary in Nanking, and at present in Singapore. 


After retirement from the Methodist Board, Dr. Cartwright will serve as consultant for the 
United Board of Chinese Christian Colleges, and will also continue as Executive Secretary for 
the Board of Founders of Nanking Theological Seminary, © * 
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The Executive Secretary of this Office, Mr. Merwin, has spent most of September in the 


3 J. ar East in a series of conferences with chaplains of the American armed forces, His schedule 


© Q@ Dr. Marcus James, es clergyman and associate chaplain of the University of London, 


as: 
Korea - Sept. 15-16 
Japan 17-2 
Okinawa 25-2 


He is expected back in this country the first week in October. 


George G. Helde, former YMCA Secretary in China, died Sept. 24 in New Team. In 1937 
he was made regional director of the YMCA for central and south China, 


Another missionary confined in the same Canton prison with the Bradshaws and Miss Perkins 
is Miss Dorothy Middleton of Cicero, III., who worked in the American Leprosy Mission at 
Lienhsien, Donald Dixon, the INS correspondent who was released from that prison early in 
September, reported that he had seen the names of these four missionaries in the records of the 
prison, 


The Hong — Spokesman is a new news bulletin, the first issue of which appeared on | 
September 8. The full title is Hong Kong Spokesman on behalf of Refugees the concern of the 


World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation in Hong Kong. The address is 

37 Granville Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. This first number gives a general resume of the 

refugee picture. On our books we have registered 10,861 foreigners in China who wish to come 

out, but have no visas by which they can enter other countries, They are people with varied : 
talent and training, from blacksmiths to musicians, from surgeons to farmers; people with a . 
contribution to make to any society. 25% of these are under 21. 46% are over 42. 


CHURCH NEWS 


According to the Bulletin of the United Bible Societies, London, an edition of the New 
estament and Psalms in Hwa Lisu has just been printed in Shanghai. This language is spoken 
Southwest China. 


A Peking July 29 news despatch gives the wording of a resolution welcoming the cease-fire 
in Indo-China which was passed by the National Christian Conference then in session ip Peking. 
The resolution states: ‘*We greet with enthusiasm the successful conclusion of the Geneva Confer- 
ence, the agreements on the cease-fire and the restoration of peace in Indo-China, These 
agreements have not only brought peaceful tidings and comfort to the people of Indo-China. 
France and the rest of the world, but have reduced tension in Asia and the whole world. This 
is a triumph for peace; and also a defeat for the imperialistic intrigues of the U.S.A. As devout 
lovers of peace, we Christians therefore offer up praise and thanks to God for this triumph of 
peace, 


We are firmly against the occupation of our territory Taiwan by the U. S. . . Chinese 
Christians are particularly on guard against all efforts to continue using Christianity in China for 
imperialist ends, We Christians, who love our country and our religion, will redouble our efforts 
in the movement of the Christian churches in China for independence in administration, support, 
and the propagation of the gospel (the 3 self’s). We will also take an active part in the work of 
maintaining world peace. 


This despatch states that the 232 delegates come from 62 different churches and organiza- 
tions from all parts of the country. The new national committee is described as a new na- 
tional governing body. 


An NCNA despatch reported that among the 400 leading Chinese who gathered in Peking on 
August 14 to welcome the British Labor Party delegation were several religious leaders, two 
Moslems, one Buddhist, and several Protestants, including Y. T. Wu, Bishop Robin Chen and 
Dr. T. C. Chao. The inclusion of Dr. Chao's name is of interest, as indicating that he is now 
sufficiently freed of suspicion so that he can take a more active part in public life. Our last 
report of him was that he was living quietly at home with no visitors, 
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